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FOR YOUR PRAYERS 
Emily Travis ~ Ida Cordon ~ John Hughes ~ Bob Guildford ~ Jenny Holder ~ Trevor 

Dobson ~ Anne Spiller ~ Alex Quilter ~ Chris Payne ~ Win Smith ~ Patsy Appleton ~ 

Nava Young ~ Ellie & Tim Jones ~ Paul & Colleen Dodson ~ Chris Watford ~ Mary Bell ~ 

Judith Smith ~ Ted Busbridge ~ Sandra from Ward House ~ 

Gwen Croad  
     

The families of those who have died 
 

Daralyn Christopher ~ David Parsons ~ Joan Cotton 
 

For any additions or changes please inform Nikki on 852040 

Relatives and friends are asked to review the prayer list and let Hugh know of any 

changes or anyone who may need to be visited. 
 

Notices for this publication by Wednesday Evening to:   
 

Nikki Sheard -Tel 07771 936660/Email: sheard.nikki@gmail.com 

The Hub          Email: ventnorcofe@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Today we celebrate: The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

The Sunday after Ascension Day 
24th May 2020 

The Collect 

 

 
 

O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 
 

Please pray 
 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of 

uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and 

lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  Amen 

 

Today’s readings    
 

First Reading   Acts 1:6 - 14              
 

This is one of Luke’s 2 accounts of Jesus’ Ascension to heaven before which he 

promises the disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit 
 

Second Reading   1 Peter 4:12 – 14, 5:6 - 11          
 

The community to which Peter was writing was obviously enduring persecution. 

Peter tells them that ‘if you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed.’ 
 

Gospel Reading   John 17:1 - 11              
 

In this long prayer on the night before his death, we see Jesus praying for his 

disciples, first that God would protect them, and second, that they would be 

united. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sunday after Ascension Day 
 

Hullo there.  
I wonder if any of us who are parents remember the feelings we had when we took our 

children to school for the first time. I don’t, because my wife did it!  I have clearer and 
sharper memories of the day we took our daughter to University, an occasion that was 

hard for both her and us. That was when I first realised that our son Jamie, who came 
with us, has a good way with words. Sitting in the back of the car with his silent parents 

on the way back he said to us: ‘ ‘Hey guys, don’t be sad! She’s leaving the ground so she 
can fly’  Ahh!  
Today is the Sunday after Ascension Day. This day is not so well known as it used to be, 

but it commemorates the occasion we hear of in our first reading, when, 40 days after 
the resurrection, Jesus disappears from the disciples’ sight as he is taken up by a cloud. 

There are many pictures of this in art, often on church ceilings, when you can just see 
Jesus’ feet amongst the billowing clouds and ranks of angels. Now, I know the word 

‘ascend’ means, ‘to go up’, but I don’t find it helpful to think of this event in such literal 
and spatial terms. I think it’s best understood as growing up rather than going up. 

Those twelve disciples who gathered in Jerusalem following the event had lived the last 
three years of their lives with Jesus, since he called them, probably regarding themselves 

as his pupils and supporters. Yet now he is gone, and they are doing what he has told 
them to do- to wait. During that waiting they must have been quite fearful, wondering if 

they can manage without him and stay safe and united. Maybe one of them thought back 
to the words he overheard Jesus praying on the night before his death, words we hear 

in our 2nd reading, where Jesus foresees this very situation. He prays two things: first, 
‘Father, protect them in your name, and second, ‘may they be one, as the Father and I 

are one.’  AS the hymn we’re singing says: ‘One is the body, and one is the head and 
one is the Spirit by whom we are led.’ 
Those disciples went on to do amazing things in a matter of months as the Christian 

Gospel spread far and wide – things they almost certainly didn’t think they could do 
before. They managed this by staying united, with the Spirit of Jesus in their hearts. Jesus 

had gone, they were growing into Christ. 
We, at the present moment, face some similar challenges. Familiar physical supports 

have temporarily vanished from our lives. For Christians, that means our church 
buildings, which many of us miss so acutely, but also the easy access to advice and 

support from  fellow Christians as we gather for worship. Others miss the support of 
friends and family around a shared meal or in a pub. This can be a lonely time, as my 

children found those early days at college to be, but it can be the making of us too. 
We could be fearful and fragmented in this time, or we could wait on God and pray for 

the Spirit, as Jesus told his disciples to. In this time between Ascension and Pentecost 
the Archbishops and other Christian leaders have called on Christians to pray for the 

coming of God’s Kingdom. Please look in the ‘News from our churches’ to see how you 
can take part in this program. 

This need not be a wasted time, but a time of growth. We may be still mostly stuck 

inside, but in our spirits, we can ascend and  learn  to fly.  

 

 

 

 

Daily Hope Number 

0800 804 8044  

Free line open 24h a day 

offering prayers, hymns and a 

message 

Ventnor Foodbank 

 

The Foodbank is much busier due to 

the current situation. 

We are not short of volunteers as 

social distancing means we can only 

have two on per session. 

The centre at Ventnor Baptist Church 

Pier St is open Tues&Thurs10 –12. 

Only 1 person is allowed into the 

centre at any one time; there is no 

need for client signatures. 

Do please continue to donate food as 

some items are running low at the 

warehouse. A full list is on the 

homepage of the website 

isleofwight.foodbank.org.uk 

Large baskets for donations are also 

located at participating supermarkets. 

For more information, call Christine 

& Maurice Kane on 866371 

 

THY KINGDOM COME 
 

The Archbishops and other 

Christian leaders have designated 

the period between Ascension Day 

and Pentecost once again as a time 
set aside to pray for the coming of 

God’s Kingdom and for people to 

come to faith in Christ. Obviously 

we won’t be able to meet for 

prayer this year, but there is a very 

good free App, entitled ‘Thy 

Kingdom Come prayer’ which can 

be downloaded in the usual ways 

and includes prayers, reflections 

and videos to help you in your 

prayers. 

 

Zoom Meeting 
If you would like to join Hugh and 

some of us on Wednesdays at 

11am to pray and sing for 40 

minutes please contact Nava 

852680 navayoung@aol.com 

for the code and password. It will 

be nice to see you virtually and 

have fellowship. 

 

VENTNOR FRINGE 

Not surprisingly, this has been 

cancelled for this year. Please 

pray for Jack and the team as 

they seek to cover their losses 
and put themselves in a position 

to run it next year. 

 

 

Quiz Time 

Online general knowledge quiz 

is back by popular demand  

Thursday June 4th @ 8:05pm 

(online from 7:50pm) 

In support of PATCH – 

People’s Approach To Cancer 

Help  

A link will be sent out to join 

the quiz, which will be held on 

zoom. 

It is free to join the quiz, and a 

great amount of fun was had 

last time seeing all our friends. 

 

mailto:navayoung@aol.com

