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FOR YOUR PRAYERS 
Emily Travis ~ Ida Cordon ~ John Hughes ~ Bob Guildford ~ Jenny Holder ~ Trevor 

Dobson ~ Anne Spiller ~ Alex Quilter ~ Chris Payne ~ Win Smith ~ Patsy Appleton ~ 

Nava Young ~ Ellie & Tim Jones ~ Paul & Colleen Dodson ~ Chris Watford ~ Mary Bell ~ 

Judith Smith ~ Ted Busbridge ~ Sandra from Ward House ~ 

Gwen Croad  
     

The families of those who have died 
 

Madeleine Wray ~ Steven Judd ~ Daralyn Christopher 
  

For any additions or changes please inform Nikki on 852040 

Relatives and friends are asked to review the prayer list and let Hugh know of any 

changes or anyone who may need to be visited. 
 

Notices for this publication by Wednesday Evening to:   
 

Nikki Sheard -Tel 07771 936660/Email: sheard.nikki@gmail.com 

The Hub          Email: ventnorcofe@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Today we celebrate: The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
17th May 2020 

The Collect 

 

 
 

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

      to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

 

Please pray 
For the Christian community 

We are not people of fear: we are people of courage. 

We are not people who protect our own safety:  

we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.  

We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity. 

We are your people God, giving and loving, wherever we are, whatever it 

costs 

For as long as it takes wherever you call us. Amen 

 

Today’s readings    
 

First Reading   Acts 17:22 - 31             
 

St Paul, in Athens, gives an object lesson in how a Christian how might engage 

with another culture. Seeing the inscription on the altar, ‘To an unknown god’, 

he adds, ‘What you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.’ 
 

Second Reading   1 Peter 3:13 - end            
 

St Peter adds his advice to all Christians who seek to share their faith: ‘Always 

be prepared to make a defence...of the hope that is in you. Yet do it with 

gentleness and reverence.’ 
 

Gospel Reading   John 14:15 - 21             
 

In his farewell discourse to the disciples, Jesus promises that he will come back 

to them in the form of the Holy Spirit.’' ‘I will not leave you orphans!’ 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Meditation for Easter 6 2020 
 

Good morning,  

Recently I was sent an article called ‘That discomfort you are feeling is grief’ in 

which grief counsellor and author David Kessler is interviewed. He speaks about 

‘anticipatory grief.’ Anticipatory grief, he says, is that feeling we get about what the 

future holds when we’re uncertain. It’s the kind of feeling Jesus’ disciples must have 

had when he started talking to them about his coming death, a death which they, at 

that stage, couldn’t really understand or relate to, and yet one that they knew 

would completely change their lives.   Jesus reassures them: ‘I will not leave you 

orphaned. I am coming to you. ‘I really will die’ he seems to be saying, ‘But I will 

come to you in a different way.’  That different way is in the person of the Holy 

Spirit, the Advocate or the Comforter. Jesus may be gone but his Spirit would be 

with them. 

This wouldn’t take away the sorrow they would feel at Jesus’ death or the 

uncertainty at what would follow, but it would help them following His death. Even 

the triumph of the resurrection wouldn’t take away their pain or give them a clear 

direction till the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. It was an in between time. 

We are living in an in-between time at the moment. Since the PM’s statement on 

Sunday things are a little more open and less clear than before and there are the 

beginnings of a future which is not like the past, but changed and holding many 

dangers within it. This is similar to the ‘anticipatory grief’ of which David Kessler 

spoke: that feeling we get about what the future holds when we’re uncertain. Will 

the virus come back with renewed force, will we be able to see our grandchildren, 

will they go back to school, will our shops and churches open, how will the country 

be in in a year’s time? The grief hangs in the air. In the midst of these questions God 

comes to us in his Holy Spirit. As we have heard from the other reading, from the 

story of Paul speaking to the Athenians, God is the one in whom we live and move 

and have our being, which means he is always with us, inside and out, in good times 

and bad, in the past, present or future. 

Real grief- the loss of a loved one-is a truly terrible thing which the loved ones of 

more than 30k are experiencing in our country right now. We should pray for them 

and thank God for the medics who have prevented more. Yet many of us are 

experiencing loss of different kinds which are making us feel unsafe and ill-at-ease. 

Into this God comes to us in the form of the Holy Spirit the Comforter. Yet this 

doesn’t take away the difficulties.   

The 14th C mystic Julian of Norwich, whom I quoted on Easter Day and who lived 

through much harder times than these, including the Black Death, had a revelation 

from God. She wrote: “God didn’t say ‘You shall not be tossed-about, you shall not 

be worn down; thou shalt not be dis-eased'; but he said, ‘You shall not be 

overcome.” With that in mind, let us follow him into any new future that may lie 

before us. Amen.  

 

 

 

Daily Hope Number 

0800 804 8044  

Free line open 24h a day 

offering prayers, hymns 

and a message 

ASCENSION DAY. 
 

On this Thursday 21st May at 

7.30pm we will hold a ‘Zoom’ 

Eucharist (Holy Communion) 

service, livestreamed from the 

Vicarage, but involving others. 

A number of people have said 

they’d be interested in 

‘attending’. In the next  few 

days I will send you an 

invitation which enable you to 

take part. If you haven’t yet 

indicated that you’d like to be 

invited, please drop me an 

email. Hugh 

A Vicar’s Life 2020 (with thanks to 

Bob Dylan) 
 

Well, there aint no use in turning up at 
church, babe 

Like we always did before 
Well, it aint no use in turning up at church, 
babe 

All you’ll see is a locked door. 
I used to spend my Sunday mornings riding 

on my bike, 
Going from church to church as speedy as 

you like 
Now I sit in my pyjamas with my computer 

and my mike 
But don’t think twice, it’s all right 
 

Well there aint no use in putting on a fete, 

babe 
Like we used to do each year 

There aint no use in putting on a concert, 
babe 

Aint nobody can hear! 
We used to raise our funds by having people 

in one place 
But now we’re staring at the screen just 

looking at their face 
Oh, for the simple joys of the old three-

legged race 
But don’t think twice it’s all right. 
 

Well, we’re walking down this long and 

lonesome road, babe 
Where we’re bound we cannot tell 

Is this the path that leads to a bright 
new future  

Or is it the road to hell? (metaphorically 
speaking)  
I aint saying there’s no opportunity 

In this awful crisis of the year 20 20 
I just kinda miss the simple way things used 

to be 
But don’t think twice it’s all right. 

(Full video at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fafOiAQYOn4) 

 

Zoom Meeting 
If you would like to join 

Hugh and some of us on 

Wednesdays at 11am to pray 

and sing for 40 minutes 

please contact Nava 852680 

navayoung@aol.com 

for the code and password. It 

will be nice to see you virtually 

and have fellowship. 

The 22 acres of outdoor 

Ventnor Botanic 

Gardens are open to the 

public. 

Half-price annual passes 

and tickets are available. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fafOiAQYOn4
mailto:navayoung@aol.com

